
What role should the private
sector have in regulating

water?

WHAT IS WATER?
Culturally and socially contingent definitions of water: as a natural
resource, as a gift, as usufructory right, as a valuable commodity
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What geological features
define a basin?

Local:
Resource is controlled

by a single entity
representing corporate

interests

Regional:
The level at which single
water governance entities
have to begin coordinating
activities across corporate

interests

National:
Federal/state legal and

political structures that set
state-level policies, rules,

institutions for water

Transboundary:
Resource must be

managed across lines of
state governance

structures

What physical (human or
natural) linkages exist

across basins?
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EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE :
Continuous balancing of multiple and competing demands on water, including

agricultural, industrial, urban and environmental, while ensuring quality of resource,
within constraints of geologic and climatological supply

RESEARCH: To map the terrain of water governance structures throughout the world, to
understand models for assembling these elements

To identify and explain failures of governance
To develop better tools for effective governance


